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WORK PROGRAMME ON THE SOCIAL PARTICIPATICM OF WOMEN 




The International Women's Ye^ \rfúch l^s just comes,tp-an.end' ' 
was marked by a considerable nuinber of Gonferences^ ̂ âŝ stíjlies and .. 
Dffietings of all kinds, which have proiuced a seri^^ ;0f mandates and 
recommendations intended to encourage mor^ thorough studies a M to map 
out policies and implement measures to improve tó© social status of ' 
women arid integrate them in the development process in which the Latin 
American countries, are engaged, ^ 
As far as EGLA is specifically concerned, spme meetings were 
particularly iiqportant, such as the Regional Seminar for Latin America 
on the Integration of Women in Development (Caracas, 28 April to 
2 May 1975), whose express recommendations were taken into account at 
ECLA's Sixteenth Session (Port- of Spain, 6 to 15 May 1975) . The' 
Secretariat thus discharged the .marKiate entrusted to it in resolution 
321 (XV) of the previous session of the Commission (Quito, April 1973)> 
vrtiich reconanended that it "should prepare a study on the participation 
of women in the development of the région and the méasurés to be taken to 
eliminate the discrijsination and the lack of «iücationalj én^loyment and 
economic opportunities for women". The World Conference of the Inteniational 
Women's Year, held following these meetings (Mexico City, 19 June to 
2 July 1975) jf adopts á World. Plan of Action in "the relevant section of 
which there are specific maiKiates for the Regional Commissioris,' and a 
variety of tasks and responsibilities are described, such as to initiate 
studies and co-ordinate those carried out by national institutions/ to 
collect ;statistical and all other kinds of information, carry out surveys, 
i 
see to the exchange of information, prepare reports'on the progress made 
in the i^lementation of the Plan and make "periddical appraisals within 
the .fr^Qwork of -̂ he. International Developaent Strategy. 
Txi vie;w of the complexity: of the measures deriving from these mandates 
and reconaaendatipns, aiKi the. need to. adapt their specific form to the 
social, cxiltural and historical pecúliarities 'óf the comtries of the area, 
the Caracas Seminar, following the precedent sét in respect of population, 
recommenced th^t a regional conference should be held after the World 
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Conference to assess its results and consider its application to the 
Latin American region. The ECLA secretariat has alreac^ begun the 
necessary cónsultations to organize the conference, and the present 
work programae concerning women is initially oriented towards the 
preparation of studies, papers and projects intended as inputs for it. 
It will be of considerable in̂ jortance tó the extent that it will be 
possible to establish concrete and realistic progrananes to be carried 
out taking into account the various national characteristics and the 
present development styles of the region, 
II. OBJECTIVES 
In accordance with the stages described below, two levels of ' 
objectives may be distinguished, according to whether they concern the 
long tem or the more immediate future, 
A. Long-term objectives 
The long--tem_objeetives of this programme are; 
1. To initiate and carry out studies - either monographs or 
comparative and nnaltidisciplinary studies at the national and regional 
level so as to arrive at a more•thorough understanding of the position 
of women and of the factors which facilitate or limit their social- progress 
and their .integration in the development process. : 
2. To prepare diagnoses and appî aisals, and publish periodic 
reports and papers on the subjects mentioned in paragraph 1. 
3. To co-ord^te, with national institutions and academic centres 
of the region, the preparation and joint realization of studies, and the 
elaboration of policies and strategies leading to the integration of such 
organizations into the joint effort to promote the World Plan of Action 
and of the regional programmes which may subsequently be adopted, by 
organizing and holding the meetings judged appropriate in the 
circumstances to co-ordinate such efforts,. 
k» : To collect suitable statistical material and encourage the desi^ 
and execution of swveys and of the necessary methodological studies to 
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broaden the coverage and- improve the^reliability of 'the available 
statistical material J to. make fuller iiae ofr existing sources; to establish, 
if possible, a numerical data bank containing the available information, 
properly arranged and processed, on the various social aspects'.of the. 
sta.tus of woisen. , ^ 
5. To co-operate in the organization md operation of a regional 
documentation and information system aimed at the .collection, classification 
and arrangement of bibliographical and doQXimentaiy sources, including an 
up-to-date archive of,.past or current studiesi or research, and of persons 
and nation^ and ac^emic institutions wq^tog on such problems. These 
activities vrould.be carried out in close contact vrith the corresponding 
national institutions, which would be provided with advisory.services to 
organize and carry out their activities in this field, should they so 
require, _ 
B. , -. Immediate activities . ' ' • ' 
In the framework formed by the long-term objectives," activities of 
a more immediate nature would be londertaken to meet specific purposes and 
temporally definite goals, such así 
1, To include in the, periodic diagnoses and social reports, starting 
with the next ECLA, session in 1977, an appraisal, of ,.the social situation 
of women in the framework of the overall development process of' the region. 
2, To prepare studies a M docximsnts, -and co-operate in the prepara-
tion of the regional women's conference 4̂ 1,1977, making use of existiiig 
resources and in addition by managing the substantive co-operation and 
support of the international agencies and of the financing sources of the 
United Nations system. 
3. To appraise and ijnprove exi^t^g statistics and, in particular, 
the quality of the social indicators, which measure the participation of 
women in the econon^ and in society. 
4. To initiate the necessary contacts and co-operate in^the proration 
of the methodology for, and possibly in the organization and operation of, 
a" regional information ba^ to conjiile,. arrange and disseminate existing 
docvmientary material and carry out other tasks required for the ingjlementa-
tion of this prograanme. 
/III. ACTIVITIES 
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III. ACTmTIES iüiíEiffiY CARRJEp,,Otrr 
In the framework of this international action, the ECLA secietariat 
has undertaken studies and organization and promotion work of various 
kixsis -which have, served as a basis for an increasingly structured effort 
on the social problems of women and their integration in the development 
process. Briefly speaking, the nucleus of this activity was the regional 
seminar in Caracas, at which five studies were submitted which will 
shortly be published as a book by the Fondo de CíiLtura Económica de 
México under the general title of Mu.ieres en America Latina? Aportes 
para vina Discusión»' These studies were prepared within the ECLA Social 
Development Division or prepared by consultants urider its supervision. 
They were subsequently distributed as background documents at the World 
Conference in Mexico. Furthermore, a procesé of regular collection of 
information has been xindertaken, and statistical and bibliographical 
material is being prepared with special reference to the ongoing projects 
described below, . 
IV. WORK PLAN 
The ECLA secretariat is organizing a varied programme of activities 
which aims at consistences inasmuch as each of its con̂ ionents supports 
the/others, thus forming a whole which converges upon the study, promotion 
. and appráisáO. of the social participation of women and their contribution 
to the processes of change and developaent of the region. 
A number of ECLA units will participate and co«-opérate in these 
activities, aiid their areas of responsibility are closely linked to the 
programme components which are clearly differentiated below. The units 
in, question̂  are the Social Development and Statistical Divisions, and the 
Centro Látinoaméricano de Documentación Económica y Social (CLADES) . 
Although the proposals form a whole, each area of activity is described 
as if it were self-contained. This does not run counter to the consistency 
and integrated nature of the prograinme, although - as is pointed out - it 
may be broken down functionally into its various parts. It is from this 
/integrated standpoint 
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Integrated standpoint that the contents and objectives of the collection 
of projecté" 'irtiich appear in the ahneifes should be interpreted, 
A. Fro.lects cxirrently beinf carried , out within 1:.he.. . 
regular programme of work 
The work currently being carried out" by the ECÍA secretariat mainly 
takes the form of studies and analyses of informiition; collected by the 
Social Development Division, compilatibn, processing and tabulation of 
stati^ical material in the Statistical Division and collection and 
processing of bibliographical and documentary information in the 
Centro Latinoamericano de Documentación Económica y Social (CLM3ES). 
1.̂- Within its current work programme^ the' Social Development 
Division has begun to prepare a number of doctinients mainly intended for 
the forthcoming-regional conference!,' They are all organized as-part 
of a single study of the participatioh of women in various social 
contexts (such as. the family, employment and jobs> education and income 
distribution, rural developnent) and from the standpoint of the 
development styles .and social-change in Latin Anierica; These studies 
are in fact extensions of progr^mnes vrtiich are part of .the. regular 
work of the Division, and which would., call for some extra resources if 
they were to be extended into the longer term, 
2. Tjhe Sta¡tistical Division regularly collects and processes social 
data broken, down hy sex .from which it is possible to isolate the world 
of women so as to study their performance in the various fields of social 
activity for which statistical material exists. In addition, with the 
support of .UNJiCEF, the Division periodically prepares a statistical 
handbook. Statistics on Children and Youth in Latin America vdiich contains 
a wealth of statistical infonnation oh population, health, education, ' 
economic activity and social situation suitably broken down hy sex, ' 
3. For its.part, GLADES is beginning to compile, classify and arrange 
bibliographical and documentary information of relevance to the sti«iy 
of the problems relating to the social participation of women, 
.These projects and studies being carried óút within the regular 
progrMime of the secretariat do not succeed in meeting the demands and 
/needs deriving 
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needs deriving from the growing in^wrtance of this problem. Thus to 
make good the deficit in existing resources, a series,of projects have 
been programmed which vrould serve to ensure the continviity of this work 
within the regular programme as well as to broaden and deepen the support 
called for by the above-mentioned goals and targets. 
B. Prô iects requiring; external support 
With regard to future, activities requiring supplementary resources 
from extra~budgetary sources, a coherent collection of projects has been 
programmed with the aim of eajpanding and deepening the work currently in 
progress. . 
1. In the Social Development Division the. aim is to ensure the 
continuity of the present project, on Position of Women in the Family and 
Society, which is of great potential significance for the study of the 
status of women and their participation in different social classes and 
environments. Because of this significance, the aim is to turn the project 
into the nucleus of the Division's future work in this field. A first 
contribution has already been programmed under the provisional title 
Position of Women. Family and Styles of Development, and the submission of 
a document.at the forthcoming regional conference is envisaged. A 
formally structured and detailed project appears as Annex A of this report. 
2. The studies, mentioned in the previous paragraphs should be 
broadened through special contributions, by contracting and calling on the 
advisory services of persons and institutions that have shown a firm and 
dedicated ̂interest in the study of the.se problems, so as to possess an 
additional input of the. hi,ghest possible quality. Such contributions should 
consist of monographs focuss^d on strategic and at the same time little-
researched topics, in the general context of the social participation of 
women and their integration in the development process. Taking into account 
the recomi^ndations received, particularly from the regional seminar in 
Caracas, and the studies alreacty ui^r way, some priority areas may be 
mentioned where such contributions could provide very necessary and valuable 
support, A first área would be the factora which determine and condition 
/the participation 
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the participation df women'ih specific'social environments, either 
segments of social classes, mrginal urban" shahty-towns and rural 
comnrunities of varying levels of devélopi^nt. Á second set of problems 
concerns the participation of women in situations of extreme poverty, 
parbicxilarly with regard to family relationships, consumption patterns 
and income levels. Finally, it seems indispeiisablé to possess one or 
more studies ó£ the impactiof the mass'média on the formation of female 
awareness, paying special attention iio the generation and maintenance of 
discriminatory inages and values which block the atten̂ yts to integrate 
women in the activities and ¿obs of the male wbrld. In Latin America there 
are qj^lified speci^sts and institutions vrorkihg individually or 
collectively on these problems,, and they could.make valuable contributions 
if the necessa?T additional resovirces, estimates of which appear in ~ 
Annex B, were available. 
3. At various intematioi^l meetings the. question.has frequently 
been raised of the ,validity and usefulness of a nxxmber of social indicators 
and, in general, of economic and.social statistics for the study of.the-
participation :0f women in social work and of the productive contribution 
which their domestic activities represent, and which acquire such 
in^wrtance in semi-subsistence economies. It is therefore necessary to 
review the statistical methodology in vogue so as to revise the present 
social indicators and prepare new ones, which are better able to provide 
an empirical.base for various kinds of studies aM diagnoses of the 
participation of women in the econon̂ y and society in the present situation 
of the Latin American countries. At the same time, it is necessaiy to 
work out new breakdowns by sex,, processing and tabiilátions,' either using 
the regular'statistics or through the collection of fresh data, so as to 
broaden the statistical coverage for the ̂ udy of this kind of problem/ 
This has been arranged as a project in Annex C. 
4. Titó participation ofa GLADES is envisaged in regional activities 
aimed at the creation of, a regional information system which would consist 
of a bibliographical archive and a file of past or current studies and'a • 
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listing of persons and institutions taking part in them. In the initial 
stage, the methodology will be W5i;ked out and the design studied. In 
addition, it is envisaged to establish an advisory service for the 
national entities which wish to set up sinálar information services. All 
this takes the form of the project which appears in Annex D. 
C. Stages-of the work plan 
Because of their nature, it is most likely that the study of the 
problems in question and the promotion of policies for the integration 
of women in the development process shoxild become one or more permanent 
areas of activity. Thus the pî Dgramme has been conceived in the light of 
a long period, although the activities it envisages are projected until 
1980, -vdien the first overall assesanent of the position of wombn vdll 
take place, in vrfiich the regional commissions will have special 
responsibility. 
The programme has therefore been designed to coirbain two stages of 
Tonequal length, determined by the periods fixed for their nsost specific 
goals. The first stage which has already begun and should be continued 
on a greater scale, is maiiüy governed by the need to incorporate the 
question of the social position of women into the diagnosis of regional' 
development for the next ECLA Session arid by the functional organization' 
and preparation of the material needed for the next regional conference. 
It will be then necessary to revise thé work plan and its objectives to 
adapt them'to the new mandates which emerge frcaa those meetings. This 
stage -ŵ ill come to an end in the second half of 1977, 
In the second stage thfe planned studies suid work must be continued, 
now governed, however, by the need to carry out an appraisal of the degree 
of fiafillment of the so-called "minimum objectives" fixed by the World 
HLan of Action for 1980. To this end a new round of regional and world 
meetings has been envisaged. This involves the submission of a series of 
inputs in the form of information, studies> appraisals and practical 
proposals which will have to bé carefully prepared. This stage will last 
until well into 1980. 
/AmitocA 
Annex A 
SITUATION AND PARTICIPATION, OF WOMEN IN THE .; . 
FAKLLY.Aip? p SOCIETY 
:I.- JUSTIFICATIdJ OF THE'TROJECT 
The social status .D£. wbmen in Látáii Aitó'rica raises a series of 
problems, the stui^ and' solution bf which are in$)ortant net only for 
women's self-realization but also as regards tíieir place in the family 
structure and their wxle in'current-déVeÍoi&nt styles. 
However, the study óf the status arid sbciáí participation of wcaaen 
in developnent is a relatively uneaqjlored field strewn with obstacles of 
every kind. In fact, the rapid expansion of tlie participation of women in. 
the educational system has not been matched by similar results in their 
participation in, the/labow'force, and the' various quantitative gains won have 
not meant the end .of. sexual discrimination, óf the duality of the role of 
women, of non-participation in out of family activities, nor of existing 
stereotypes which blockade their effective pairticipation in tóe strive fpr 
developnent,. In fact, sex-based discrimination has continued, though in. a 
modified form. It has been pointed out that the inequalities between men 
and women vary not only between coxintries with different degrees of develop-
ment bijt.also to an even greater degree between the socioeconomic strata 
of any given countiy, 
fhe obstacles mentioned above in connexion with the study of the 
status of women take-different forms:-the dearth'of suitable'dataj the 
wealth of action proposals with the san^ degree of urgency, which only 
reflect the uncertain knowledge and the conflicts of values vriiich make it 
difficult to establish priorities i^en designing policies; and the prevalence 
of incongjlete aiid sectoral views of the problem which do not share a suitable 
integration base in the national planning for developnent, 
A common aspect of all these difficulties is the fact that the 
problem is presented as that of "the" sitxiation of women in general. It 
is not enough either to raise the problem as one of the "status and 
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participation of women in the context of a national society with a certain 
dominant class structure" for this vrill likewise inqply the existence of 
something akin to an "average woman" as an inseparable particle of "the" 
class or "the" society. There is sufficient information to show that family 
units of a society, depending on the class status, show typical differences 
in their life strategies, their social organisation models and their life 
cycles, and that a U these i:acts open different living and participation 
possibilities in the strive for. development to individual women who/inevitably, 
have grown up in a family axú/or now head their own family. From this point 
of view, the different groups in society form the frame of reference necessary 
for understanding the status and the participation of women. Moreover, from 
the point of view of policy inaplementation they make it possible to réach a 
very adequate approximation of the daily, circumstances in which women' live, 
their demands, and theij needs,. 
All of this 
seems .to. indicate; that the pertinent questions* would be 
better put in the following manner: What; are the women belonging to 
different family groups doing arjd how are they participating in society and 
national developnent? What limitations do they suffer or whát are the 
possibilities open to them in .societies with different development styles 
and levels? 
To atten5>t to give an answer to these questions one mixst refer to the 
various studies which are vinderway, in the Social Developmert Division and 
in other United Nations agencies, but it is moreover indispensable to have 
a special project which concentrates on the study of the relationship between 
women and the family as. a basis- for their; integration' in the development 
process. 
/II, OBJBCTITOS 
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II. OBJECTIVES 
A, Long-term ob.iectives 
(a) To contribute to the formulation and implementation of policies 
and to promote measures d^ected towards the inco.iTx>ration of the policies 
concerning viomen and the family in national development plans within the 
context of the unified approach and the existing development styles. 
(b) To pispare periodic reports and dóctanents for the appraisal of the 
progress achieved in this field, 
B, Immediate ob.iectives 
(a) To analyze the strategies of family life axñ the social 
organization models of families of different socio-economic strata and 
their incidence on the status of women. The lijnitations on and possibilities 
for women's participation in different spheres, with special reference to 
the problem of poverty; 
(b) To determine what'are the existing models and stereotypes as 
regards the status and social and economic participation of women, 
according to the different types of families, social environments and 
development stylesj • 
(c) To analyze and ajJpráise'ongoing'policies concerning women and • 
the family, regarding théir impact on labour force and developmentj 
(d) To place the-preceding points in the context of cuirent ' ' 
development styles and'to analyze their incidence on other possible styles 
(desirable, feasible)j' . i 
(e) To develop operative criteria to determine priorities and 
modalities of action for technical assistance and co-operation in policies 
directed towards women and the family in the framewrk of national developnent 
processes; 
(f) To prepare reports which . may be required for the next Regional 
Conference and the ECLA session in 1977. 
/in, WORK 
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III. WORK PLAN 
A. Stages 
With a view to the Regional Conference in 1977'árvi the appraisal 
of the minimum objectives of the World Plan of Action to be achieved 
1980, it is advisable to divide the project into two stages: 
(a) First stage 
, (i) The stages of the life.cycle of women (marital status, work, 
education), in different countries of the region, according to area of 
residence and at the highest level of geographical disaggregation possible 
(March 1976 - September 1976). -
(ii) The stages of the life cycle of women and the life cycle of 
the family, on the basis of,class status and levels of national development 
(October 1976 - July 1977). 
(iii) The reformulation of the activities to be carried out during the 
second stage in line with the conclusions and recommendations of the 
Regional Conference (May 1977 - July 1977). 
(b) Second stage 
(i) The standard of living of the families and the status of 
women, on the basis of household surveys (August 1977 - February 1978). 
(ii) Female stereotypes and dxoality in the functions of women at 
home and at jobs, in different types of families (March 1978 - November 1978). 
(iii) Survey and analysis of ongoing policies concerning women and 
the family and their place in national development plana (December 1978 -
June 1979). 
(iv). A,global appraisal of the status aití participation of women 
in the family , and in society, with a view to the evaluation of the 
"minimum objectives" of the World Plan of Action (1980). (July 1979 -
December 1979*) 
/IV. RESULTS 
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IV. RESULTS., , 
Taking account of the lacdifications and revisions which may emerge 
from the Regional Conferehcé", ihé preparation of the follovdng docviments 
should be planned: 
1. Septeniber 19761 A relatively complete document on the status of 
•women and the stages of the life cycle of women in several covintries, tij 
area of residence, with the highest level of geographical disaggregation 
possible, for the Regional Conference; 
July 1977 i The stages of the life cycle' of women and the life 
cycle of the family, by classes and levels of national development. 
3. May-August 1977: Revision of the work plan in accordance with the 
resolutions of the regional conferences concerning studies and research 
projects on the status of women in Latin America; 
4. February 1978; The standard of living of the families and the 
status of women, according to household surveys j 
5. November 1978; Female stereotypes and the dxiality in the functions 
of women. p,t home and job's for diíferent types of family; 
June 1979: Policies coñceirning wcmen and the family. Women and 
political participation; 
December 1979: The status and participation of women in the 
family and society, and styles of development, for the 1980 appraisal. 
V. DURATION OF THE PROJECT 
As conceived, the project should nm for 48 months, divided into 
the two stages radicated with an approximate duration of 24 months each. 
/VI. ADDITIONAL 
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VI. ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED 
The minimum annual requirements are likely to be: 
US$ 
Total 2 years 
1. One expert in sociology US$48,000 96,000 
2. One research assistant 7,000 14,000 
3. Collection and processing 
of data, calculations, etc. 1,500 3,000 
4. Travel expenses: attendance at 
meetings and co-ordination of 
studies at regional level 1,200 2,400 
US$ 115,400 
VII, LOCATION 
Santiago, where the Social Development Division of ECLA vdJil provide 
offices, document reproduction facilities and secretarial assistance. 
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Annex B 
SPECIAL COITRIBUTIONS FOR THE'llEGICNAL CC3NFERENCE 
• ' I. BACKGROtÉD ' ' ' 
In accordance with the reconmendations of the Regional Seminar 
for Latin America'óñ'the" Integration óf Womén in Development (Caracas, 
April-]yi£Qr 1975), the EC LA secretariat is organizing a regional conference 
to evaluate the World Plan of Action and to consider the conditions 
under which it could be applied to the Latin American region. 
II. OBJECTIVES 
This government level regional conference will be preceded by 
^ preparatory expert seminar entrusted id-th the analysis of studies on 
the items of an agerKia designed to cover pertinent substantive and 
practical problems relating to the social status of women in Latin 
America, and with producing a report with recommendations for the preparation 
of a programme of action to be implemented at the national and regional 
level, within the framework of the resolutions adopted at the World Conference 
in Mexico (June 1975). 
III. CONTRIBUTIONS 
It is planned to present at this seminar a series of documents and 
studies relating to the social status of women and their participation in the 
strive for development. Some of them will be prepared by specialized units 
of the ECLA secretariat and the specialized agencies of the United Nations. 
In order to conplete the programme planned, however, additional resources 
will be needed to pay for several case studies, to cover the costs of the 
participation of the authors in the preparatory seminar, and to pay for the 
publication and translation of their studies into the languages of the 
conference (Spanish, English and French). 
/IV. REQUIREMENTS 
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rv. REQUIREMENTS 
The additional resources needed to meet the costs outlined in the 
previous paragraph are estimated to be as follows: 
- cost of 8 case studies at US$3,000 each, 
commissioned from experts or institutions,.... US$24,000 
- transport and per diem costs of participation in 
the seminar by one expert per stxidy submitted 8,600 
- translation and editing of the studies 16,000 
US$ 48,600 
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Amex C 
PROJECT ON A SYSTEM OF STATISTICS FOR THE MALYSIS OF 
• THE SOCÍAL'STATUS OF WMÉIÍ 'ÍN ÚTIN AMERICA ' ' 
,. ' V ... I. . BACKGROUNDi - . ' 
ECLA has made continuous efforts in the field of statistics and . 
social irKiicators, outstanding in th^^ connexion being the following: 
- The establishment of the Wprkiag Group on a System of 
Demographic and Social Statistics, 
. - The preparation apd,publication of Statistics on Children and 
Youth in Latin America in collaboration with UNICEF, which 
contains a wealth, of infonaation pn the social status of women. 
. - The systematization of censup, statistics.,for tĥ ,. Project on 
Social Stratification and Mobility in Latin America, which the 
Social .Develppment Pivision, is also \mdertaking with , the 
, ass;ist§,nce. of WKEF,.. ^ ,. . • • 
- The periodic preparation of Latin American Economic and Social-, 
Development Indicators for the regional development appraisals. 
In addition, BDLA has organized>a Hbusehold Surveys...Data Bank designed 
to permit this information to be used for multiple analytical purposes. 
In its present state,' it prdvides a wealt-h of data for the purposes of 
this project. The census ááta of'the OMUECE Project provide another 
broad data base for the analysis of current measurements and the 
construction of sisfeikl indióítórs of' high utility in the study of various 





(a) To vdden the statistical base for theaáet^aie ahaij^is of the 
status of womsn in Latin American co\intriesj 
(b) To identify the analytical areas in which statistical 
information is lacking, and to determine the type of statistics required 
in each case; ' 
(c) To evaluate the adaptation of definitioftsj classifications aiid 
methods of measurement to the conceptual scheme of the analysis of the 
social status of women; • • • . 
(d) To propose a viable system of statistics and social indicators 
valid for the analysis of the status of women in La,tiri America, with the 
corresponding methodological recommendations aimed at both the iii5)TOvement 
and the standardization of national statistics, for the analytical purposes 
referred toj 
(e) To organize the regular preparation and disseniination, by the 
Division of Statistics, of the recommended methodolo^r and the results 
obtained thei-efrom. ,,. . ' . 
III. DESCRIPTION 
(á) Formulation of the "statistical requirements of the conceptual 
scheme for the analysis of the status of women and their integration in 
developmentJ 
(b) Preparation of an inventory of relevant available statistics, 
provided by household surveys, population censuses, and administrative 
recoixisj 
(c) Analysis of the conceptual content and of the problems of 
measurement of available statistics, and formulation of a system of 
social statistics and indicators for the analysis of the status of womenj 
(d) New processing methods for data from the sources available in 
ECLA, in order to trace profiles of the social status of women in Latin 
American countries; 
(e) Preparation of recommendations for the conceptual adaptation of 
national statistics to the needs of the study and design of policies for 
the social advancement of women. 
/IV. CAPITAL 
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IV. CAPITAL REQUIREMENTS 
To comply with the tasks described in the previous paragraph, 
the estimated additional resources heéded are as follows: 
1. One consxiltant, expert in indicatórs and the 
analysis of social data, for a period of at 
least six months. . ^ liS$13,Q00 
2. One specialized programmer (up-to, 6 nionths) • 3>éOO 
3. ; One statistical assistant to; work.vith the 
consultant and subsequently to continue with 
thé data analysis (ainiiiium jtóriód of 18 months) 10,500 





. PRELIMINARY STUDY OF AN INFORÍÍATION SYSTEM 
ON WOffiN , . . . 
I. BACKGROUND . 
As a. result of the proclamation of 1975 as International Women's 
Year/ and pursuant to the recommendatiohs of the Plan of Action of the 
United Nations Conference held in' Mexico City, the need was seen to make 
specific efforts to study the problems, of women, so as to establish a 
realistic analysis of their situation. 
GLADES, aware of these mandates and of the importance of information 
as a basic tool for future research and policy co-ordination, proposes 
that a project be launched to analyze the feasibility of iii$>lementing 
an infonnation system on women and to study the possibility of 
co-ordinating these efforts with others being made within the United 
Nations, 
The project presented here corresponds to a preliminary stage, 
the objective of which would be to explore and identify problems of a 
methodological and institutional nature through the analysis of a sample 
of three typical countries of Latin America. On the basis of the 
experience gained, the second phase would be implemented and would embrace 
all the countries of the region. 
II. OBJECTIVES 
A. Design of a system for the control and retrieval of bibliographic 
and institutional information (preparation of a controlled vocabulary, 
study of alternative methods of electronic processing, fornats for the 
storage of information, etc.). 
B. Identification of suitable methodologies for obtaining information 




C. Setting-up of a congjúteî  data barfí-with bibliographic infomation 
and inforniation stenaning from, ongoing research on women, 
D. Publication of: - ^ 
(a) A suranary report ori't hé'pit>3ée€.' 
(b) An analytical bibliograpf̂ " óíi 'átüdies arid research on 
women in the countries seléiítéd as frdsi 1965 onwards. 
(c)' A directory of institutions''concerned líith the problems of 
women in these three' counti-ies. • 
E. Technical advisory services to national and regional entities 
interested in developing informtion systems for similar purposes. 
• III.' METHODOLOGY 
4 '• •' 
For the Project, three sample covmtries will be selected in which 
the attitude to the pairbicipation of weaken iii development has evolved 
in different ways. These attitudes would be reflected through Indicators 
such as: the volume of réséarch and studies on women, the sophistication 
of the legal ard institutional frariKwcrk, etc ̂  • 
The countries have been classed according to whether the change 
towards the participation of women has been graduál'or te^ been the 
result of a break with-tradition. Among the oountries where the evolution 
has been-gradual, two extremé"̂  positions are considered: the first group" óf 
countries woxald represent'̂ thcfse whibh are more receptive to the participa-
tion of women, while the sécond^group would be made up of those couritriés 
in which evolution is relatively less advanced. A third group could be 
made up of thdéé countHés where there has been a marked change in the 
last decade iii attitudes' towaids fihé' partici^tion of v̂ órosn in national 
life. . •; •••• • • • •' " " ••• 
The selection of the t)iree countries for the ingjlemeritation 'of the 
pilot project shou^-take piUce withi^ the framewrk of ECLA's programiné 
of action, and for this purpose a diagnosis will be prepared prior to 
initiating this stiuiy. 
/IV. ORGMIZATION 
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,IV. ORGANIZATION OF M PROJECT .  
The project wdil be implemented under the direct st̂ Jervision of 
GLADES: specifically, under that of the Technical Supervisor and one of 
the documentalists currently working in the Division. Furthermdre, the 
staff will require the specialized assistance of the other Divisions of 
ECLA to carry out the project activities. For this purpose, the partici-
pation of a sociologist from the Social Development Division and a member 
of the staff of the Data Processing Unit vrill be necessary, 
Ten̂ Dorary staff will also be needed to meet the requirements of the 
project: one full-time documentalist for 12 months, one secretary-coder 
for 12 months, and three data conqjilers to be stationed in each country 
of the study for 6 months, under the supervision of the GLADES Documentalist 
and the Technical Supervisor. 
• PROVISIONAL TORK PROGRAMME 
The dates indicated are likely to be nradified in accordance with 
the date of the agreement and the date of the establishment of the 
working group. 
1. Recruitment and training of staff: May to ,July 1976. 
2. Design of the information system: June to August 1976. 
3. Search from Santiago of the existing bibliography on women in 
the three sample countries chosen: July to August 1976. 
4. Compilation of bibliographical and institutional information in 
the field: September to J^uary 1977. 
5. Processing and analysis of data: November 1976 to February 1977. 
6. Publication of the methodological report: January to February 1977. 
7. Publication of the Bibliography and Directory: March to April 1977. 
Estimated duration: 1 year, extendable for 3 years more: i.e., up to 
1980, when the second phase of the United Nations project on women will end. 
/BUDGET 
